of how widely divergent the nature of these two nearby large mounds was.
2 Yet, there is reason to believe that not only were the inhabitants of ancient Alalakh far from thirsty, they were also confident in the constant supply of water; so much so that they included bathrooms and restrooms, equipped with flush toilets, in many of their residences, more so than in any other excavated Levantine site.
The vast majority of these Late Bronze Age restrooms were excavated by Woolley during the 1930s and 1940s, and he provided short descriptions of them, as well as related general plans (including some photos) in his final excavation report (Woolley 1955 3 With the exception of the Level IV palace bathrooms and restrooms, all of the restrooms excavated by Woolley were either removed or destroyed when a farmhouse was built on the excavation site following the completion of Woolley's project, hence the unique significance of the recently excavated restroom. This restroom sheds further light on the ones previously excavated, and serves as an excellent point of departure for discussing these rooms and their function. Following a brief review of restrooms and toilets excavated throughout the Near East, I discuss the blueprint and structure of these facilities as they pertain to Tell Atchana, and especially the restroom excavated there during the 2003 season. 4 At the center of my paper are restrooms, 2 ْ ‫ﲔ‬ َ ‫.ﻋ‬ Nevertheless, Wehr Dictionary defines it as plural of ‫ِﲔ‬ ‫ﻴ‬ ْ ‫َﻌ‬ ‫ﺗ‬ meaning "nomination, appointment, stipulation, allotment, apportionment, assignment, allocation, appropriation; ration, food." Interestingly, water pumped from a well located at the foothills of Ta'yinat is considered drinkable by the villagers, while that pumped right by Atchana is considered to be bad water. I did not check whether both wells are of the same depth and nature. 4 I use the term toilet to describe the installation. In this paper, I distinguish between a "restroom" in which the toilet is located, and a "bathroom" in which bathing or washing takes place. The terms lavatory and latrine are used in some of the literature interchangeably to describe the toilet installation.
